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REPORTOFCOMMITTEEON STATE LANDS 


RELATIVE TO MEMORIALIZING CONGRESS FOR A GRANT OF 


LAND TO AID IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 


SHIP CANAL AROUND THE FALLS OF NIAGARA, 


REPORT. 


The Committee on State Lands, to whom was referred the Peti- 
tion of Dutton, Raymond and others, ship-owners, residing in the 
city of Racine, praying for the passage of a Memorial to the Con- 
gress of the United States, for a grant of land to aid in the con- 
struction of a ship canal around the Falls of Niagara, having 
considered the same, sub:.it the following 


REPORT: 


That on the 10th of December, a bill was introduced in the Se- 
nate of the United States, for granting a portion of the public 
lands to aid in the construction of a ship canal around the Falls of 
Niagara, on the American side. The grant asked is similar to the 
grant made by the last congress, to aid in the construction of the 
Sault St. Marie canal, to connect the navigation of Lake Superior 
with that of the great chain of Western Lakes. It is proposed to 
have the grant made upon conditions, which will leave it as open 
to sale and settlement, as will be any of the lands held by govern- 
ment, and in no case to be held at a higher price—thus removing 
any objection, with reference to the monopoly of the public lands, 
or hindrance to their settlement. The proposed ship canal will 
be about nine miles in length, and of sufficient capacity to allow 
vessels of at least six hundred tons burden, to pass from Lake Erie 
to Lake Ontario, commencing at some convenient point on the 
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Niagara River above the Falls, and terminating at some conve- 
nient point below, upon the same stream, -or upon the shores of 
Lake Ontario. The entire practicability of the work, has been 
established by surveys made under the direction of the United 
States Corp3 of Engineers. 


The whole chain of Lakes, whose waters pass over the Falls of 
Niagara on their way to Lake Ontario, the River St. Lawrence, 
and the Ocan, have an area of about 150,000 square miles, and a 
navigable coast of 3,294 miles, 2000 of which are within the United 
States. Their commerce is that of seven States of the Union, 
which have a cereal production equal to 300,000,000 bushels ; this 
commerce now annually employs over 80,000 tons of steam and 
140,000 tons of sail vessels. The amount of four and grain trans- 
ported on the Upper Lakes in 1851 was, of flour 2,000,000 barrels, 
wheat 8,000,000 bushels, corn 7,000,000 bushels, oats and barley 
2,000,000 bushels: making an aggregate equal to 27,000,000 bush- 
els of cereal grains. The whole area of the district, the trade of 
which concentrates at the eastern end of Lake Erie, is equal to 
330,000 square miles, and has a population of over 5,000,000. 


In 1852 and 1853 the exports from this district has increased at 
least 15 par cent. 


After arriving at the foot of Lake Erie, the only channels for 
this commerce through which to find its way to marts upon the 
Atlantic, are the Erie Canal, the New York Railroads, and the 


Welland (Canada) Canal. 


The Welland Canal may be regarded now as a dernier resort 
of our commerce. Independent of the objections that it subjects 
American commerce to a transit through a foreign territory; to the 

caprices of foreign legislation, which has already contemplated the 
levying of discriminating tolls; it is a canal twenty-nine miles in 
length, and subjects the commerce of the lakes passing through it 
to long and injurious delays. Yet, notwithstanding all this, the 
tolls upon the business of that canal, this season, will be nearly 
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$300,000, much the largest portion of which has been levied upon 
American. vessels, and their freights. Its business would have 
been much larger this season—it would have passed a much larger 
amount ef our commerce through to the waters of Lake Ontario, 
to Oswego, Cape Vincent and Ogdensburgh, if its capacity had 
allowed of it. y 


Tf a British ship canal around Niagara Falls, upon British terri- 
tory, badly constructed, twenty-nine miles in length, subjecting 
_ vessels, on an average, to a delay of nearly three days in passing 
it, can divert so large an amount of our commerce, what might we 
anticipate in reference to an American ship canal but nine miles 
in length, of ample size and facilities, which vessels: would pass 
in about fourteen hours? Instead of the pre-existence of the 
Welland Canal being any objection to the construction of an 
American ship canal, it has demonstrated its necessity and impor- 
tance. That is a government work, wholly; it has cost much 
more than will the proposed American enterprise, for which gov- 
ernment aid is only asked to an amount less than half of the pro- 
bable cost. ` 


A ship canal around Niagara Falls, as now proposed, would be 
a national work, in a far greater degree than similar enterprises 
that have had government aid. It would promote the commercial 
interests of thirteen States of the Union directly—most of them in 
a large degree—and, indirectly, the commerca of the whole Union; 
for what benefits thirteen States will benefit the whole ; what will 
promote and give additional facilities to a Lake commerce more 
‘ than equal to the aggregate export trade to foreign countries, of our 
whole country, may certainly be regarded as having a larger margin 
than the boundaries of one, or a half dozen States. Regarding the 
general government as the patron and promoter of settlement of 
immense tracts of wild land, its property, in the States already exist- 
ing at the West—of States yet to be formed on beyond them; and, 
further, regarding it as under obligations to foster the interests of 
that great arm of the Republic—that new Empire of the West— 
which in population, wealth and resources, has been so rapidly 
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adding to the aggregate greatness and prosperity of our Union ; 
and where can it better bestow its patronage than in the promo- 
tion of a work which will extend Western Lake steam and sail 
commerce, hundreds of miles in the direction of its markets ; that 
will, when completed, connect by an American channel, the com- 
merce of the great agricultural West, with the whole chain: of 
railroads of the manufacturing New Eng!and States and their At- 
lantie ports. 


It may well be assumed that the property the general govern- 
ment now has in the unsold lands—the Western States and West- 
ern territories —would in consequence of the completion of this 
great work, have an enhanced value far greater than the value of 
the gift it is asked to make to encourage its construction. And 
how infinitely superior are national commercial considerations 
which are blended with private enterprise. 


It would promote emigration to the West, and stimulate there 
upon a prolific soil agricultural industry ; for such is always the 
etfect of adding to commercial facilities, of increasing the avenues 
to market, and cheapening transportation. 


One of the ablest topographical engineers that has ever been in 
the service of our government, Capt. W. G. Williams, has, after a 
careful consideration of the subject of a Niagara Ship Canal, re- 
ported to Congress that its construction was highly necessary for 
purposes of national defence ; and this is but a self-evident propo- 
sition. With a canal, in the absence of an American Ship Canal 
around Niagara Falls, Great Britain would have vastly the advan- 
tage of us in a contest for supremacy upon the Lakes. We have 
no guaranty of a perpetual peace with Great Britain. Even now, 
a “ dvetrine” has become the “ settled policy ” of our government, 
the practical application of which would be quite likely to bring 
us in collision with her. 


In such an event, her colonial policy for the last few years ; her 
increased and enlarged colonial defences ; her munificent patron- 
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age of Canadian public works, has taught us that the Niagara 
Frontier and the Lakes, would be, as in the war of 1812, one of its 
principal theatres. In various ways, Great Britain has ‘been giv- 
ing us warning that she is placing an increased value upon her 
Canadian possessions, and would, in case of war, make them an 
especial object of protection. If, for a long period during the war 
of 1812, she had supremacy upon the Lakes—when the relative 
advantages were about the same—how would it be in the event of 
another war, when she would have added to her advantages her 
stupendous marine and military works, upon the St. Lawrence, 
her Welland Canal and Great Western Railway? As a prepara- 
tion for the possible contingency of war, the Niagara Ship Canal 
is eminently deserving of all the government aid that is asked. 
By strengthening the arm of private enterprise, as the bill now. 
pending in Congress proposes, our government may secure the 
commencement and completion. of a work, which, as one of nation- 
al defence, of military preparation, might well be undertaken 
wholly upon its own account, while at the same time it would be 
helping to consummate an enterprise of commercial importance, 
second only to the proposed Pacific Railroad. 


The committee being of the opinion that a ship canal around 
the Falls of Niagara is work of National importance, herewith re- 
port the following resolution, and recommend that the same may 
be passed. — 

CHAS. J. BELL, Ch’n, 
M. J. THOMAS, 
JAMES L. KYLE, 
HARRY BARNS, 
JOHN L. V. THOMAS: 


